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THE 
Doctrine of the Trinity 
© CANDIDLY STATED. 


> | peg we enter on the ſubject, it may be pro- 
per to premiſe the following things. — That the 
nature of God is incomprehenſible: Who by ſearchin 
can 2 out God? — That Jehovah 7s what cannot be 
explained or illuſtrated by any creature : in the whole 
extent of creation, there 1s no fit reſemblance of 
him, nothing to which he may be compared; Every 
objection, therefore, againſt his being what creatures 
are not, is impertinent ; having no force, but upon 
the abſurd ſuppoſition, that what the Creator is, the 
creature mult be. 

It is unreaſonable to object to the truth of a doctrine, 
becauſe of its myſterious nature: for, if myſtery be in- 
compatible with reality, no man living can be certain 
of any thing, no not of his own exiſtence, much leſs 
of the exiſtence of God: for myſtery attends matter 
and mind through every modification. There is no 
part of the creation but what to man is myſterious as 
to its eſſence, the union of its parts, and its tenden 
towards, or influence upon others; yet none will chuſe 
to ſay, 4 Creatures are more myſterious than the 
& Creator.” If there are innumerable myſteries in 
nature, it is unreaſonable to expect there ſhould be 
none in revelation, wherein the incomprehenſible God 
is the ſubject treated of. The ſublime myſteries con- 
tained 1n the ſcripture, are corroborating proofs of 
irs divine original: they are not ſelf-contradifory, not 
contrary to reaſon, though ſuperior to its comprehenſi- 
on. In the doctrine we plead for, there js. nothing 


C83 
abſurd. We do not ſay God is one, in the ſame ſenſe 
in which he is three; nor three, in the fame reſpect in 
which he is one. Neither do we pretend to believe 
what we have no proper information of, nor to under- 
ſtand that of which we have no conception. We 
believe and underſtand there are three perſons in 
our adorable God, becauſe we are ſo informed in 
the ſcriptures; but how theſe three perſons ſubſiſt 
in one eſſence, we neither know nor believe any thing 
concerning it, the manner ho not being revealed. — 
We believe what God has declared concerning him- 
ſelf, without daring to alk, How can theſe things be? 
Some object to the word perſon, becauſe, ſay they, 
the term is not uſed in ſcripture in reference to the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit; and plead for the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, as diſtin& properties or powers of the di- 
vine nature. The word property is not ſcriptural, but 
the Father is called perſon, Heb. i. 3. And we read 
of the perſon of Chriſt. However, if the idea be 
found ſcriptural, the term will appear warrantable ; 
for words are only ſounds, by which ideas of things 
are conveyed. It may be proper before we proceed 
farther, to explain what we mean by the terms which 
we ſhall have occaſion to uſe, in the diſcuſſion of the 
ſubject before us; for we do not chuſe to deal in am- 
biguity, but endeavour after great plainneſs of ſpeech, 
that the common reader may fully underſtand our de- 


By perſon, we underſtand an intelligent agent, or 
one that acts with will, underſtanding and deſign, not 
adhering to another (which is the idea of a property) 
nor a part of another (as the body, or ſoul, is a part 
of a man:) but having a real ſubſiſtence by which it is 
diſtinguiſhed from every other. By a nature, we un- 
derſtand that ſameneſs which is eſſential to every per- 
ſon of the like kind. By a being, we underſtand one- 
neſs, or unity of exiſtence. 

That the divine Father is a perſon, we need not 
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ſpend time to prove, as few who believe a deity, deny 
his perſonality. This being taken for granted, we 
8 to prove that the Son and Holy Ghoſt, are 
ikewiſe perſons.—that they are perſons properly di- 
vine — that theſe three are the one living and true 
God and briefly conſider the importance of che doc- 
rine, with its practical uſe. 

That Chriſt is a perſon, and not a divine power or 
property, is abundantly evident from the following 
conſiderations, taken in cloſe connection. 

He is made known by perſonal names, as Jeſus, 
Immanuel, Chriſt, &c. He ſpeaks, and is ſpoken to, 
by perſonal pronouns, as I, thou, he, him, &c. He 
is poſſeſſed of perſonal properties, as underſtanding, 
will, affection, power, &c. He is inveſted with per- 
ſonal offices, as king, prophet, and prieſt. He ſtands 
in perſonal relations, and ſuſtains perſonal characters, 
as ſon, huſband, brother, ſhepherd, &c. He per- 
forms perſonal acts, The Father worketh hitherto, and 
I wwork, He is the object of perſonal addreſſes: many 
are the inſtances of his being addreſſed as a perſon by 
his divine Father, by angels, devils, good men and 
bad men. He likewiſe receives perſonal honours of 
the higheſt kind; which leads us to conſider his divi- 
nity, in connection with the idea of his perſonalny ; 
or, that he is a perſon properly divine, 

In order to have a conſiſtent view of [Jeſus Chriſt, 
it is proper to conſider what the ſcriptyre ſpeaks of 
him, as God, as man, and as Immanuel, God with us, 
He being God, became man, or took into union with 
bimſelf human nature: for, without controverſy, great 
is the myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh: 
The word was made fleſh, and dwelt among ſt us. By 
fleſh, which he was _ is intended man, or the 
whole of human nature; hence feb and man are uſed 
as convertable terms, as in Deut. v. 26. John xvii. 2. 
As the Word was made fleſh, or took upon him hu- 
man nature, when that nature is ſpoken of, he is ne- 


r 


other _—__— — —— a — 
© * . 2 . - . 8 6 9 


$43 


ceſſarily repreſented as inferior to the Father: hence 
Chriſt ſaid, my Father is greater than I : but this does 
not prove his inferiority as a perſon, for his humanity 
is not a perſon, it never had a diſtin& ſubſiſtence of 
its own for a moment, but always did, and ever will, 
ſubſiſt in the divine perſon that aſſumed it; therefore 
it is called, that holy thing, Luke i. 35. Again, con- 


ſidering Chriſt as God- man, inveſted with office-capa- 


city, he is repreſented as a ſervant, though he was a 
ſon, and as ſuch did nothing of himſelf, but received 


commandment what he ſhould ſay and do. Theſe 


things the adverſaries of Chriſt's divine perſonality 
frequently alledge, as proofs of his inequality with the 
Father: but who ever thought humanity equal to 
deity ? It is likewiſe allowed, a ſervant acts in a ſubor- 
dinate capacity ; but it cannot be from thence infer- 
red, that he is of an inferior nature; for if ſo, men 
cannot ſerve one another, but every man's maſter is 
at leaſt an angel, and every ſervant of man, a brute. 
If Chriſt had not a nature ſuperior to human, his 
appearing in the form of a ſervant could not be the 
effect of his condeſcenſion, which it is in ſcripture de- 
clared to be; for there is no higher form than that cf 
a ſervant, in which a mere creature may warrantably 
appear before God, unleſs we ſuppoſe a creature under 
no obligation to obey its Creator. But the bleſſed 
Jeſus had a nature prior to his becoming a ſervant, 
from which obedience was not due : Who being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God ; but made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs 
of men, Phil. ii. 6, 7. If the likeneſs of men, and the 
form of a ſervant, denote that he was truly man, and 
really obeyed, what reaſon can be aſſigned why the 
form of God, does not intend his poſſeſſing a nature 
properly divine, eſpecially as it is aſſerted, He thought 
it no robbery to be equal with God? Had he been but 
a. creature, it would not only have been robbery in 
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37 
ſome kind and degree, but robbery of the moſt auda- 


cious nature, to claim an equality with God; but 


Jeſus thought ſuch a claim no robbery at all; and yet, 


amazing condeſcenſion! he who was equal with God, 


became man, obeyed, and died. 

Our holy wonder ought to be increafed, by the 
contemplation of the many ſcriptural proofs of his 
divine perſonality, a few of which we ſhall ſelect as 
follows :—He is declared to be, the brightneſs of the 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
Heb. 1. 3. If he be equal with God, as above-noted, 
and the expreſs image of the Father's perfon, then he 
is a divine perſon, if the Father is one, becauſe he is 
expreſsly the ſame with the Father, though diſtin& 
from him—Chriſt is often declared to be, the Son of 
God,—his own Son,—his only begotten Son, &c. And 


it is evident a ſon is a diſtin& perſon from his father, 


and yet, of the ſame nature with him. If Chriſt is 


called the Son of man, on the account of his having 


real humanity; his being called, the Son of God, is an 
equal proof of his true divinity. It can never be prov- 
ed he is called, the Son of man, for any other reaſon 
than his being a partaker of proper humanity ; nor 
his being called, 7he Son of God, on any other account 
than what infers his perſonal divinity.—Chriſt is poſ- 
ſeſſed of divine perſonal properties, as infinite, unli- 
mited underſtanding ; hence Peter appealed to him as 
ſuch, ſaying, Lord, thou knowe/t all things, thou know- 
et that I love thee, John xxi. 17. To ſearch the heart 
is peculiar to God, I the Lord ſearch the heart, and 
declare unto man his thoughts—T hou only knoweſt the 
hearts of the children of men, 2 Chron. vi. 30. Jeſus 
knew what was in man; he is a diſcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, and ſays, All the 
churches ſhall know that I am he which ſearcheth the 
reins and hearts, Rev. ii. 23. He is a perſon poſ- 
ſeſſed of inſinite power, by which he upholdeth all 
things, Heb, i. 3. He is therefore called, he mighty 


66 
God, Ila. ix. 6. The mot Mighty, Pfal: xlv. 3. And 
himſelf hath proclaimed this truth, as with the voice 
; | of a great trumpet, ſaying, T1 am—the Almighty, Rv. 
4 i. 8. Devils tremble before him; diſeaſes and deatn 
1 obey him; the furious elements inſtantly acknowledge 
: | his authority; the raging billows reſt, the boiſterous 
4 [ winds forbear to breathe, if he but ſay unto them, 
3 | Peace, be /till. We might here conſider his immuta- 
bility, immenſity, eternity, &c. as properties of his di- 
vine perſon ; but ſhall proceed to conſider his divini- 


1 

[4 ty, as beaming forth in theſe offices, relations, &c. | 
F in which he ſtands to his church, for it appears unde- 
1 18 
1 niably evident, that office capacity i is a proof of real 


10 perſonality, ſeeing no idea can poſſibly be formed of 
tf any power or property, human or divine, being a 
W- prophet, king, huſband, ſhepherd, &c. The pro- 
perties of a ſhepherd, huſband, king, &c. are eaſily 
underſtood ; but to talk of a property being a king, 
&c. is folly i in the extreme, . If 4 offices demon- 
ſtrate Chriſt's perſonality, and therein be diſcovered 
his real divinity, then he is a perſon truly divine. As 
a prophet he taught as never man did; for he beſtow- 
ed a ſpiritual capacity, which none but God could 
do, as is devoutly acknowledged by John, in behalf 
of the ſaints, ſaying, We know that the Son of Gad is 
come and hath given us an underſtanding and con 
cludes with holy exultation, This is the true Gad, ind 
eternal life, 1 John v. 20. 
The blood of the ſin-atoning facrifice, which as a 
prieſt he offered for pacifying offended juſtice, is call- 
6d, the blood of God, Acts xx. 28. It is blood divine, 
as the nature offered as a ſacrifice, was in union with 
the Son of God. From thence aroſe. its value and 
virtue, to purchaſe and purify, . The blood of Jaſus 
Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all jin. It is therefore 
emphatically called, Precious blood, 1 Pet. i. 19. Such 
things are never faid of the blood of Abel, or Zacharias; 
nor ſuch effects aſcribed to the blood of any of the 
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bleſſed martyrs, though by it they ſealed their teſti. 

mony in favour of the cauſe of God. 

Infallible teſtimonies are borne to his divine dignity, 

conſidered as a king. The church looks to him as 

her incarnate God enthroned, ſaying, Gird nl 2 

wpon thy thigh, O mot mighty, Pal. xlv. + 

ternal Father ſpeaking to bis Son, ſays, Th, throne, O 

God, is for ever, and ever, Heb. i. 8. | 
Through his perſonal relations and characters, his 


divinity ſhines. He is the church's everlaſting Father, 


whoſe goings forth have been from of old, from ever- 
laſting, /a. ix. 6. Mic. v. 2. To him the church is 
eſpouſed as a chaſte virgin, 2 Cor. xi. 2. and called, 
The bride, the Lamb's wife, Rev. xxi. 9. And to her, 
as a woman grieved in ſpirit, the prophet was ſent 
with the following chearing meſſage, Fear not—thy 
Maxrer ts thine huſband ; Jehovah of hoſts is his 


0 name and thy redeemer, the holy One of 'Ifrael, the 


God of the whole earth fhall he be called ; and adds, 
With everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, 


ſaith the Lord thy redeemer, Iſa. liv. 4,—8. 


A ſhepherd is a perſonal character. Jeſus acknow- 
ledged the character, ſaying, I am the good Shepherd — 
give my life for the ſheep. He is called the chief 
Shepherd, 1 Pet. v. 4. Yet the ſhepherd of Iſrael is 
frequently invoked by the name of Jehovah, God , 
hoſts, &c. Pſalm 1xxx. 

The perſonal acts of Chriſt, likewiſe prove his Di- 
vinity. On theſe he reſted the evidence of his Deity, 
in the days of his fleſh, John x. 37, 38. The mira- 


cles which he wrought, and the power he gave to his 


diſciples to work miracles in his NAME, were proofs 
of his claim to Deity in his ewn right. Pardon of fin 
is an act of God: Who can forgive fins but God ? Chriſt 


7 3 fin. Chrif, faith Paul, forgave you, Col. iii. 
. 


Perſons confer gifts; The gift of God is eternal 
Ie Rom. vi. 23. J, faith Jeſus, give unto them eter- 
nal life, yolk x. 28, Salvation claims God as its au- 


( to ) 


thor : /alvation is of the Lord, Dan. ii. 9. I, even J 


am the Lord, and beſides me there is no Saviour, Iſa. 
xliii. 11. Chriſt is expreſsly called, God our Saviour, 
Tit. i. 3. Heaven is the kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. The ſaints look for him, as, 
The great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Tit. ii. 
13. Neither is there ſalvation in any other, Acts iv. 
12. He only is the author of eternal ſalvation, Heb. 
v. 9. The name JESUS, was given him, becauſe he 
ſhou!d fave his people from their fins, (Matt. i. 21.) 
which he is able to do to the very uttermoſt. He is 
therefore Jehovah ; who ſays, there is no Saviour 
beſides me, Hoſ. xiii. 44 Judging is a perſonal act; 
and none but a divine perſon can bring every ſecret 
thing into judgment. It is a ſmall thing to be judged of 
man's judgment, Who can only judge according to 
pearance ; but that he that judgeth me, ſaith Paul, 
is the Lord, who will bring to light the hidden things 
y darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the counſels of the 
Heart, 1 Cor. iv. 4, 5. For He (Chriſt) ſearcheth the 


reins and hearts, and will give unto every one of you 


according to your works, Rev. ii. 23. We muſt all 
ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. Then, in 


that day, it ſhall be ſaid by all the ſaints, Lo this is 
our God, we, have waited for him, we will be glad, 
end rejoice in his ſalvation, Ifa. xxv. 9. Then will 
the innere in Zion be afraid, fearſulneſs will ſurpriſe 
the” hypocrite; for every eye ſhall ſee him, and they 


alſo which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth 


Hall wvail becauſe of him. But the whole family of 
heaven will, with calmneſs view the dreadful conſter- 
nation of the wicked ; and rhough many of their for- 
mer acquaintances and relations be ſeen among the 
trembling croud, the ſaints will feel no diſtreſſing e- 
motion, intirely acquieſcing in his righteous proce- 
dure, will ſay, Even ſo amen, Rev. i. 7. Then the 
oppoſers of Chriſt's divinity will be obliged to ac- 


/ 


knowledge (oh! that they may obtain mercy to rejoice. . 


* 


„ 
in) this truth, that though he Father judgeth no man, 
yet God is judge himſelf. Selah, Pſal. I. 6. 

Fo We ſhall only mention one act more, as demonſtra- 
tive of Chriſt's perſonal Divinity, which is, Creation. 
| This is expreſsly aſcribed to the Lord Jeſus, as well 
as to the Father: For by him were all things created 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and 
inviſible whether they be thrones or dominions, or prin- 
 Ccipalities, or powers : all things were created by him, 
| \ and for him: and he is before all things, and by him 
l things conſiſt, Col. i. 16, 17. All things were 
made by him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made, John i. 3. The world was made by 
bim; and the world knew him not, ver. 10. The 
Father, ſpeaking to him, ſaith, Thou, Lord, in the 
beginning haſt laid the foundation of the earth : and 
the heavens are the works of thine hands, Heb. i. 
10,—The oppoſers of the doctrine we plead for (in 
general) acknowledge creation to be a proof of 
Chriſt's diſtin& perſonality, yet deny his being a per- 
ſon properly divine. The Arians ſay, he is a perſon 
of a nature ſuperior to angels, and inferior to God : 
that he was created by the Father, and employed iu 
creation; and is to be worſhipped as an inferior God. 
Thus their enmity to a plurality of divine perſons in 
Jehovah, leads them to the heatheniſh doctrine of a 
plurality of gods, notwithſtanding the folemn declara- 
tions of the Moſt High to the contrary : Thus ſaith 
the Lord, the king of Iſrael, and his redeemer the Lord 
of hoſts ; I am the fir/t, and I am the laſt ; and befides 
me there is no God. —ls there a God beſides me? —I1 
know not any, Iſa. xliv. 6, 8. Thou ſhalt have no o- 
* ther gods before me :—T hou ſhalt worſhip the Lord. thy 
Cod, and bim only ſhalt thou ſerve. Ihe Apoſtle char- 
ges thoſe with ignorance of God, who did ſervice to 
e them who by nature are no gods, Gal. iv. 8. 

a According to the Arians, Chriſt is not God by 
e. nature; therefore no ſervice of a religious kind was 
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( 12 ) 
ever due to him, according to Paul's reaſoning. Hence 
it follows, that Chriſt is either the true God, or pro- 


perly no God at all. As Chriſt has not a divine na- 


ture, aecording to the Arians, neither has he the 


nature of man: they ſay he is of a nature ſuperior to 


angels. Man is of a nature inferior to the angelic 
order: Thou madeſt him, ſays the Apoſtle, a little low- 
er than the angels. As then the Arian-Chriſt is not 
by nature either God, angel, or man, we do not won- 
der the ſcriptures are ſo ſilent about him, for ſuch a 
being perhaps exiſteth no where, but in their own im- 
2 which, doubtleſs, is a becoming reſidence 

r ſuch a deity. Others, penetrated with a convic- 
tion that a plurality of perſons were employed in cre- 
ation, and not willing to admit a plurality of divine 
perſons, have, like the Arians, ſubſtituted the idea of 
a creating creature, which they call the ſoul of Chriſt: 
though they acknowledge it to be of a nature vaſtly 
inferior to what the Arians imagine Jeſus to be, yet 
think religious worſhip is its due. That Chriſt had a 
pre- exiſtent nature, is evident; for, faith he, Before 
Abrabam was, I A M : but that was not his foul, 
but his divine Perſon; for, in the beginning was the 
Word, and the Ward was with God, and the Word, 
was God. The fame was in the beginning with God. 


He was with God, as a diſtin& perſon, and was God, 


being of the fame nature and eſſence with the Father. 
This perfon, who was with God in the beginning, 
and was God, took upon him afterwards a nature, 
which he had not in the beginning; therefore-it was 
not the human ſoul, for that did not take upon it any 


other different nature. It was an act of condeſcenſi- 
on in Chriſt, not to take upon him the nature of an- 


gels, but the ſeed of Abraham, the nature of man, 


which could not be ſaid of the human ſoul, unleſs it be 
thought an act of condeſcenſion for an inferior nature 
not to aſſume a ſuperior one: it is the ſame as ſaying, 


he muſt be a man of great humility, that is content 


£ #$:. 3 


with the nature in which is he created. Beſides, how 


could Chriſt's human nature, with propriety, be ſaid 
to take upon it human nature? But theſe difficuhies 
vaniſh, if we take things as they are laid downgn the 
word, that he that was God was made fleth, and 
dwelt among us, or became man; Immanuel, God 
with us. Beſides, the ſoul of Chriſt was not a perſon, 
as has been noted: it being called a man, does not 
prove its perſonality; for the body of Adam was ſo 
called, as it is written, T he Lord God formed man of the 
duſt of the ground, and breathed into hisnoſtrilsthebreath 
of life ; and man became a living ſoul. It is urged, that 
Chriſt is called the ſecond man, the Lord from heav- 
en; but this no more proves that the ſoul of Chriſt 
pre- exiſted in heaven, than its being ſaid, The fir/# 
man was of the earth, earthy; proves that Adam's 
ſoul pre-exiſted in the ground. But ſuppoſing his 
foul did pre- exiſt, its being employed in creation, 
ſeems contrary to reaſon and revelation ; for it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe the cauſe greater than the effect, 
the Creator greater than what is created by him; but 
unleſs a human ſou] be of a nature ſuperior, or at 
leaſt equal, to the heavenly hoſt, the effect muſt be 
greater than the cauſe: an inferior nature may be 
raiſed to ſuperior dignity, as is the caſe with the hu- 
manity of — as it ſtands in union with the Son of 
God, but the author of a ſuperior nature it cannot be. 
If a creature could create, the worſhip of a creature 
would be not only excuſable, but neceſſary ; for it 
ſeems fit and every way right, for creatures to adore 
the author of their exiſtence : but the great Apoſtle 
declares, that worſhip given to a creature is inexcuſa- 
ble, Becauſe that which may be known of God, is mani- 


* 


feft in tbem; for God hath ſhewn it unto them. For the 


inviſible things of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead : ſo that 
they are without excuſe, Rom, i. 19, 20. But how 
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is eternal power, &c. clearly ſeen in creation, if a 


creature can create? Beſides, the earlieſt creature 


once exiſted not: there was a period when itſelf was 
created: and if this creature created every thing, ſo 
that without it, was not any thing made, which was 
made, (which was the cafe reſpecting Chriſt) then 
this creating creature muſt have created itſelf, and 
exerted its powers before it had any, in order to have 
them; and have exiſted before it did exiſt. Such ab- 
furditics men run into, when they depart from the 
path of plain truth: but ſuch there were iu the Apo- 
ſtle's days, who profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, became 


Fools, Rom. i. 22. | As à creature cannot be the 


cauſe, neither does it ſeem probable it could be an in- 
ſtrument in creation: a creating inſtrument muſt either 
be employed before the creature to be produced be 
created, or after: not before, . becauſe there was not 
any. thing exiſting for an inſtrument to work upon, or 
be employed about: not after, becauſe, . when the 
creature is produced, it is too late for an inſtrument 


to be employed in creating it. 


The work of creation ſeems to be of ſuch a na- 
ture, as not to admit of the inſtrumentality of 


ay one: however, the bleſſed Jeſus was not an 


ument, but, with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, 
the one [efficient cauſe: for if no creature could 
create, and yet Chriſt created all things, then 
is the bleſſed Jeſus a perſon. truly divine. But 
jet us appeal to ſcripture for a determination of this 
point, that though there were evidently a plurality 
employed in creation, yet whether the perſons were 
not ſo united, as to be included in the only living and 
true God; or whether there was then with God any 
other being, as a little God, according to the Ari- 


ans, or a great man, according to the new Sabellians. 
Thus ſaith the Lord that created the heavens ; God 


himſelf that formed the earth, and made it; he hath 
e/tabliſhed it, he created i. — be formed 1 —1 ani the 
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the ꝛbomb; I am the Lord that maketh all tbinge that 
A feretcheth out the heavens ALONE; that ſpreadeth a- 
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Lord; and there is none elſe, Iſa. xlv. 18. which A- 


LONE ſpreadeth out the heavens, Job ix. 8. Thus ſaith 
the Lord thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from 


broad the earth BY MYSELF, Iſa. xliv. 24. Thus 


it appears, from the perſonal acts of Chriſt, and par- 


ticularly from creation, that he is a divine perſon, dif- 
ferent from the Father, and yet, in nature and eſ- 
ſence, one with him: I and my Father are one. As 
Chriſt is one with the Father, and, as ſuch, the au- 
thor of creation, the voice of reaſon proclanneth him 
worthy of the ſame honour: and revelation directs 
all men to Honour the Son, even as they honour the Fa- 
ther, John v. 23. which is a further proof of Chriſt's 
perſonal Divinity : for if the Father be honoured as 
a divine perſon, and the ſame honour be due to the 
Son, the Son ought to be honoured by all, as a per- 
ſon truly divine. The honourable names, whereby 
true Deity is diſtinguiſhed, and God the Father known, 
are applied to Chriſt in the ſcriptures of trath, as God, 
great God, mighty God, Lord God, God over all, 
the God of Iſrael, the God of Abraham, the God of 
the whole earth, Jehovah, Adonai [Lord, Lord of 
hoſts, King of kings, Lord of Jords, I am that I am, 
Alpha and Omega, Firſt and Laſt, All in All, &c. 
Again, It is very obſervable, that Chriſtians of old 
were diſtinguiſhed from others in every place, by 
their calling on the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 

ſee 1 Cor. i. 2. Acts ix. 14,.— 17. Þ faid, O my 
God, take me not away in the midſt of my days : thy 
years are throughout all generations. Of old 507 thou 
laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are 


the work of thy hands. They ſhall periſh, —they ſhall 
be changed: but thou art the ſame, and thy years fh 


have no end. Pal. cii. 24,27. Which pſalm is en- 
titled, © A prayer of the affligted, when he is over- 


« whelmed, and poureth-out his complaint before, 
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* the Lord.” Vet in Heb. i. 10,.— 12. it is expreſs- 
ly applied to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that he is the 
Lord, to whom the afflicted and overwhelmed pour 
out their complaint: agreeable to which, Stephen, 
when ſtoned, died, calling upon God, ſaying, Lord 
Feſus, receive my ſpirit :— Lord, lay not this ſin to 
their charge, Acts vii. 59, 60. But if Jeſus Chriſt 
be not God the Lord, the holy pſalmiſt, and the au- 
thor of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, were guilty of an 
horrid ſin, in directing the afflicted to apply for relief 
to a mere creature; and Stephen the famous martyr, 
died in the very act of idolatry; and the primitive 
chriſtians were diſtinguiſhed in every place, for their 
invariable attachment to an idol. Chriſt and his a- 
poſtles were corrupters of religion, rather than re- 
formers, if Jeſus was not a divine-perſon ; for inſtead 
of the idols being aboliſhed by them, as was predicted, 
Zecb. xiii. 2. Iſa. ii. 10,22. they eſtabliſhed an 
idolatry of the moſt dangerous kind. —Further, Chriſt 
is likewiſe the ſaint's truſt. - We (viz. the apoſtles) 
truſted in Chriſt. In whom ye alſo truſted, after ye 
_ heard the word of truth, Eph. i. 12, 13. And in 
his name ſhall the Gentiles truſt, Matt. xii. 21. One 
prophet ſays, Ceaſe from man,—wherein is he to be ac- 
counted of ? Ia. ii. 22. Another, Curſed be the man 
that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, Jer. 
. xvii. 5. A third, when (peaking of Chriſt, ſays, 
Bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in bim, Pſal. ii. 
12. Which ſurely proves to a demonſtration, that 
the ſaints were all deluded, if Jeſus is not truly divine. 
It is very deſirable to know what thoſe who were 
| fo attached to Chriſt on earth, think and ſay 4bout 
bim now they are in heaven, where every miſtake is 
rectified, and with whom the angelic hoſt unite. We 
are favoured with authentic intelligence of this in the | 
Revelation. John, the beloved diſciple, being in the 
ſpirit on the Lord's day, heard a great woice behind him, 
as of a trumpet, ſaying, I am Alpha and Omega, the firſt 
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e und the laſt ; what thou ſeęſt, writ in a-book, and ſend 
rt © it unto the churches. —He turned to ſee who it was that 
\, ale to him, and behold, it was his aſcended Jeſus, 
4 | loudly proclaiming his own dignity and authority. 
„ © John was all attention, and being introduced to the 


portal of glory, he faw the happy attendants of the 
1. haavenly ſovereign round about the throne, and the 
n number of them was, Ten thouſand times ten thou- - 
fand, and thouſands of thouſands, ſaying with a 
3 loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to re- 


* — . . 

s cive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
ir and honour, and glory, and bleſſing: And every cre- 
. ture in heaven, earth, and ſea, he heard in ſweet con- 


cord, ſaying, Bleſſing, honour, glory, and power, be 
= wnto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
J. Lamb, for ever and ever, ſee Rev. i. 10, 11. and 
n © chap. v. 12, 13. Ir ſeems as if none but the inha- 
}  bitants of hell will at laſt be found reluctant to honours 
) and give glory to our dear Immanuel. But all the re- 
deemed of the Lord with everlaſting joy upon their 


= = Heads ſhall ſing, Unto. him that loved us, and waſhed 

* ws from our fins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and prieſts unto God and his Father; to him be 

* glory and deminion, for ever and ever. Amen. 

* e now proceed to conſider the divine perſonality of 

* the Holy Ghoſt, which is by many denied in our day. 

j There are two contrary methods taken to oppoſe this 

it precious article of your faith. Some acknowledge his 

e = perſonality, but deny his divinity ; and aſſert that he is 

6 I A creature created by Chriſt, and ſo inferior to him, 
it though ſuperior to angels. In anſwer to this, we 
is refer you to what is ſaid above, relating to a ſup- 
bs poſed ſuper-angelic creature. Others deny his 2 
e perſonality, and ſay, that by. the Holy Ghoſt is in- 

i © rended the energy or power of God. That the ex- 


2 traordinary operations, or works and gifts of 
7 God, are ſometimes called the Holy Gh, we 

I reeadily grant; but that ſuppoſeth the perſonal exiſt- 
ence of the Holy Ghoſt, as the author of them. 
Would the law ever have ns called Mvo/es, if there 
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never had been ſuch a perſon as Moſes by whom it 


it was given? no; nothing more unlikely. 

That the Holy Ghoſt is a perſon, appears evidently 
from the following conſiderations. He is the ſubject 
of power, of knowledge, of will or choice, of affec- 
tion, as love, grief, anger: —ſpeaks, and is ſpoken 
to : is ſent, and ſends others. He is the fubject of 
power :—we frequently read of the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Paul did many mighty figns and won- 
ders, by the power of the Spirit of God, Romans 
XV. 19. And the blefled ſaints abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghoft, Rom. xv. 13. 
For our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but 
_ in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Thel. i. 5. 

e is poſſeſſed of a mind: The mind of the Spirit, 
Rom. viii. 27. And is the ſubje& of knowledge, The 
things of God knoweth no man but the Spirit. ——And 
of will or choice; Paul ſpeaking of the diverſity of 
gifts for the churches edification, ſays, All theſe work- 
eth that one and the ſelf ſame ſpirit, dividing to every 
man ſeverally as he will, 1 Cor. xii. 11. Hence the 
advice fent by the Gentile churches, ſeemed good to the 
Holy Ghoſt, Acts xv. 28,—Speech, properly conſi- 
dered, is a perſonal act. Now the Spirit ſpeaketh ex- 
preſsly, 1 Tim. iv. 1. The Spirit entered into me, 
and jet me upon my feet, and ſpake with me, and ſaid 
unto me, Go, &c. Ezek. iii. 24. He ſpeaks with de- 
ſign and authority, which implies perſonality. The 

Spirit ſaid unto Philip, Go join thyſelf to this chariot, 
Acts. viii. 29. And while Peter thought on the viſion, 
the Spirit ſaid unto him, Behold, three men ſeek thee. 
' Ariſe therefore and get thee down, and go with them, 
doubting nothing. for I have ſent them, Acts x. 19, 20. 
The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, 
for the work whereunto I have called them, Acts. xiii. 
2. They were forbidden of the Holy Ghoft to preach the 
70d in Afia, Acts xvii. 6. Agreeable to which is 
Paul's ſolemn charge to the elders, Feed the flock of 
God, over which the Holy Ghoft hath made you over- 
feers, Acts xx. 28. The ſame great apoſtle intreats 
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a ſhare in the prayers of the ſaints, for the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and the /ove of the. Spirit, Rom. 
xv. 30. And ſpeaks of him as one with whom be- 
lievers have fellowſhip, Phil. ii. 1. Which implies 
he is a perſon and not a property; and therefore he 
particularly cautions the ſaints againſt grieving him, 
Epheſians iv. 30. For it went ill with Iſrael when 
they rebelled and vexed him, [I/ajah. Ixiii. 10. 
In a word, he helpeth and aſſiſteth the infirmities of 
the ſaints, makes interceſſion in them, guides them 
into all truth, comforts them in trouble, and ſeals 
them unto the day of redemption. Theſe things 
prove his perſonality : and that he is a perſon diſtinct 
from the Father and the Son, is clear from his being 
called AN orf HER Comforter, ſent by the Father and 
the Son. He (the Father) hath ſent his Spirit into 
your hearts. I will pray the Father, faith Chriſt, and he 
will ſend you another comforter. Again, I will ſend him 
unto you, John xvi. 7. He who is ſeni is certainly a 
diſtin& perſon from him or them by whom he is ſent : 
agreeable to which Chrilt ſaid, When the Spirit of 
truth is come, he will guide you into all truth : for he 
ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf, but whatſoever he Dall hear, 
that ſhall he ſpeak : and he will ſhew you things to come. 
He jhall glorify me, for he ſhall receive. of mine, and 


Hall ſhew it unto you. How very often is the Holy 


Ghoſt ſpoken of in this ſixteenth chapter of John, by 
the perſonal pronoun, he, as a perſon diſtin from the 
Father and the Son, who ſent him and ſpeaks of him. 
That the Holy Ghoſt is a divine perſon, appears e- 
qually evident alſo from the following things. —-. . 
Baptiſm, a ſolemn act of religious worſhip, is com- 


manded to be performed in his name,. as well as in the 
name of the Father and the Son. Creation is aſcrib- 


ed to the divine Spirit. For by him were the heav- 
en's garniſhed, Job xxvi. 13. He moved upon the 
face of the waters: and faith Elihu, The Spirit of God 


hath made me, Job xxxiii. 4. Again, the Holy Ghoſt 
is called God: Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie 
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to the Holy Ghaſt? faith the apoſtle to the deceiver : 
Why haſt thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou 
haſt not lied unto men, but unto God. Moreover, when 
Peter defended his conduct in going to the Gentiles, 
he reſted his defence on this, The Spirit bade me go : 
and concludes, What was I, that I could withſtand 
God? Acts xi. 12,—17. Saints are called, The tem- 
ple of God : The temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are, 1 Cor. iii. 16. Know ye not that your bodies are 
the temple of the Holy Gho/t? 1 Cor. vi. 19. And it is 
well known that a temple is ever conſidered as the re- 
ſidence of Deity. He is omniſcient, For the Spirit 
ſear cheth all things, 1 Cor: ii. 10. Omnipreſent, Pal. 
cxxxix. 7. Eternal, Heb.' ix. 14. Is the object of 
prayer. The Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Chriſt, 2 Thel. 
iii. 5. And very ſignificant is the apoſtle's benedic- 
tion, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghoft, be with you all. Amen. 
We may farther obſerve, that if there are three 
perſons in God, as appears evident, for the reaſons 
before given, it is natural to expect that Jehovah will 
be found in ſcripture ſpeaking of himſelf, or ſpoken 
of in ſuch a manner as includes a plurality. If on ex- 
amination, nothing of that kind could be met with in 
the ſacred volume, a lover of truth might be kept in 
a ſtate of heſitation: but no objection of that nature 
can be brought againſt the doctrine, for many are the 
inſtances of ſuch a mode of ſpeaking in ſcripture, as 
are not only agreeable go a plurality of perſons in God, 
but which are incapable of any other conſtruction: 
a few of which we ſhall mention. Paſſing by the many 
plural names given the Almighty, joined with ſingular 
verbs, which are mneh to our purpoſe, we ſhall only 
mention ſueh inſtances as are plain to the moſt com- 
mon capacity, as Gen. i. 26. And God ſaid, Let us 
make man in OUR image, after 0UR likeneſs. The pro- 
nouns vs and ovr, denote a plurality, or more than one, 
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ZE whoſe image and likeneſs is the ſame ; or a plurality 
of perſons, and one God, it being evident that God, 
and none elſe, was employed in creation. The like 
mode of ſpeech is uſed in Gen. iii. 22. Again, in Gen. 
1 xi. 7. The Lord ſaid let us go down, and there con- 
pound their language. So the Lord ſcattered the people, 
ver. 8. Iſaiah fays, I /aw alſo the Lord fitting upon a 
WE zhrone, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple : 
XX 41/0 I heard the voice of the Lord, ſaying, Whom ſhall I 
W ſend, and who will go for us Then ſaid I, Here am I, 
end me, And he ſaid, Go, &c. Iſa. vi. 1. —9. The 
= pronouns I and he, diſcover unity, or that there is 
but one God, one divine Being; but the pronoun, 
us, conveys the idea of a plurality. And when that 
very commiſſion which was given to Iſaiah was recited 
by John, he declares, that zhe/e things ſaid Eſaias when | 
he ſaw his (Chriſt's) glory, and ſpake of him, ſee John 
ii. 41. And what the prophet declares, was ſpoken 
by the Lord of hoſts whom he ſaw, ſee Acts xxviii. 
3 25,—27. Well ſpake the Holy Ghoſt, by Eſaias the 
'# prophet, &c. Therefore the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, were the vs, whoſe meſſenger the prophet was; 
even the King, the Lord of hots. In Ifaiah xli. 21,— 
23. the holy One of Iſrael, the Creator, is ſpeaking 
to falſe deities, after this manner, Produce your cauſe, 
ſaith the Lord; bring forth your flrong reaſons, ſaith 
the King of Jacob. Let them ſhew the former things 
3X ohat they be, that WE may conſider them, and know 
the latter end of them; or declare US things for to 
come. She the things that are to come hereafter, that 
= WE may knew that ye are gods: yea, do good or do 
evil, that WE may be diſmayed, and beheld it together. 
Ia verſe 25. the Lord again uſeth the ſingular pro- 

= noun, I, I have raiſed him up, &c. In like manner 
the watcher who ordered Nebuchadnezzar to be cut 
down as a fpreading tree, is called the watchers, Dan. 
iv. 13, 14, 17. And in chap: v. 18. it is ſaid, The 

= moſt high God gave to Nebuchadnezzar a kingdom and 
majefy, and glory: It is added, And THEY took 
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his ds from him, ver. 20. Yet it is plain, that 
1 none but the great God who gave him the glory, took 
= - it away, as the humbled monarch acknowledged. In 
= many more paſlages, a plurality in God appears, ſuch 
= as, The Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah brim- 
tone and fire, FROM the Lord out of heaven, Gen. 
xix. 24. O, our God, hear the prayer of thy ſervant, 
for the Lord's ſake, Dan. ix. 1 7. T will have mercy 
upon the houſe of Fudah, and will ſave them by the Lord 
their God. —T he Father raiſeth up the dead, and 
quickeneth them ; even ſo the Son quickeneth whom he 
zwill, John v. 21. It is the Spirit that quickeneth— 
our mortal bodies, John vi. 63. Rom. viii. 11. It 
is God who quickeneth all things, 1 Tim. vi. 13. 

From theſe teſtimonies it plainly appears to us, that 
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt: and theſe three are 
one, 1 John v. 7. They are ſufficiently diſtinct to 
denominate them three perſons, and ſo cloſely united 
as to be one God. Agreeable to the ſolemn declara- 
tion, Hear, O Iſrael : the Lord thy God is one . 

To whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

Had Chrilt not been a divine perſon, he could 4 not 
have atoned for fin; for the redemption of a 
man's ſoul is precious, and it ceaſeth for ever, in re- 
ſpect of its being accompliſhed by any of the mere hu- 
man race: None of them can by any means redeem his 
brother, or give to God a ranſom for him, Pſal. xlix. 
7, 8. Sin hath incurred the diſpleaſure of God, which 
is infinite diſpleaſure. His wrath is ſo intenſe, no mere 
creature could ſuſtain it. Infinite puniſhment in re- 
ſpect of duration, is the demerit of every tranſgreſſion. 
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addreſſed to every ſinner, Is not thy wickedneſs great, 
and thine iniquities infinite? Job xxii. 5. How valuable 
then muſt the price of redemption be, which merits an 
exemption from puniſhment, not ofone Gnneronly, butof 
ten thouſand timesten thouſand, and thouſands of thou- 
ſands; thetranſgreſſionsofeach one of them being more 


Therefore the following interrogation, may be juſtly 
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than the hairs of their heads, which cannot benumbered. 
Let others plead, if they pleaſe, for redemption pro- 
cured by a mere creature; we will ſing with the 
church of old, As for our Redeemer, the Lord of hoſts 
is his name, the Holy one of Iſrael, If. xlvii. 4. | 
Was not our Jeſus a perſon truly divine, he would 
not only have been extremely deficient, as to merit, 
attending his blood and righteouſneſs ; but likewiſe 
utterly incapable of a full acquaintance with his peo- 
ple, their numerous enemies, wants, and miſeries : or 
to render them happy, either here or hereafter. For 
every creature 1s circumſcribed, or bounded, in all 
reſpects. A creature cannot be every where at the 
ſame time. To fill heaven and earth, is the underived 
and uncommunicable property of God. Do net I fill - 
heawen and earth, ſaith the Lord? but how would 
that prove Jehovah's deity, if a creature could riſe up 
and fay, and ſo do I. It would quite confound finite 
powers to attend to the many thouſands of millions 
that are perpetually addreſſing him in heaven, crying 
to him by night and day from every part of the earth, 
and to watch every motion, and take cognizance of 
every thought and action, of friends and foes, through 
the vaſt empires of heaven, earth and hell. How 
could a mere creature-Chriſt do all this, and in- 
finitely more? but Jeſus being a divine perſon, he 
can and will make good his promiſe to bleſs and be 
with his people where ever they meet in his name ; 
and will never leave the meaneſt individual that truſts 
in him: to each he ſays, 1 will nut leave thee ; and to 
his whole church and collective intereſt, miniſters and 
people, he ſaith, Lo! I am with you always to the end 
of the world. Amen. It need not give us pain how 
to let the Saviour know our ſorrows and wants. He 
hears the groans of the priſcners, yea, is a diſcerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. He knows 
how to ſympathize and ſuccour, guide, govern, ſeek 
and fave. Every whiſper reaches his ear, and every 
ſigh his heart. He is acquainted with every deſign 
formed on earth againſt his people, or in the dark 
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Wola of hell. —He knows hw to deliver the ge 
out of temptation, or ſupport them! in it, and pr 
them by it. | 

To conclude. Let us ever keep in view our obi 
gations to the ſacred Three. How glorious the Fa- 


ther's love! God /o loved the world that he gave his 


only begotten Son, &c. Behold what manner of love 
the Father hath beſtowed upon us. How great, and 
manifold, our obligations to Jeſus Chriſt ! He gave 
himſelf for us. He died, the juſt, for the unjuſt, that 
be might bring us to God.—He came to ade the lat.. 
He was manifeſted to deſtroy the works of the devil. 
We have boldneſs to enter into the holieft- by the blood 

Jefus. We ought than with thankfulneſs and humi- 


lity, to examine and admire his charaQer, offices and 


works. To unite with him in his gracious and hol 


deſigns, and ſo to acquaint ourſelves with him, that 


he may be the foundation of our bappineſs, and that 
all our powers may unite in cordial, univerſal, and 
_ perpetual obedience to him.—The office and work of 


the Holy Spirit, ought likewiſe to engage and fix out - 


attention. He is the author of the holy ſeriptures: 
Holy men ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt: 
He | is the Lord God 0 
of his holy prophets, which have been ſince the world 
began, Luke i. 68, 70. He is the ſpirit of truth and 
holineſs. He only can direct our hearts into the love 
of the Father, and into a patient waiting for Jeſus 
Chriſt. It is by him we have acceſs to the Father, 
through the Mediator, But we have reaſon to re- 
joice that God, even our Father, hath promiſed ro 
give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him. Let us 
then carneſtly ak that we may receive the Holy 
_, Ghoſt: that he may create a clean heart, and renew 
a right ſpirit within us. If we thus attend to the FA 
arine of the Trinity, as a doctrine according to g 
neſs, we may be aſſured that the grace of our Bord 
Feſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the rommttion 


Vrael, who ſpake by the mouth 


of the = . wilt ever be with u. Amen. N 
8 24 N 1 255 Ed: S 


: 
/ 
- 


